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Part of the change in livestock prices is a seasonal 
fluctuation that repeats itself with considerable regularity 
from year to year. For some classes of livestock, these 
seasonal swings in prices have been consistent for a number of 
years; for others , considerable change has occurred. 
Seasonal ups and downs of price result mostly from 
seasonal variations in marketings . Innovations in livestock 
production and marketings change the seasonal patterns. 
Also, for any given year a cyclical change in price may 
override the seasonal pattern. 
Seasonal price changes, whether consistent or not , are 
important factors to consider in developing or making adjust-
ments in a livestock production program. 
The following charts present the average monthly varia-
tions in prices for several classes of livestock for specified 
periods. 
Slaughter Steers 
During the past cattle cycle, the seasonal pattern for 
choice slaughter steers had a high in late spring through early 
summer with a low in November. December, January, 
February , and March were only slightly higher than 
November. Good grade steers have had a similar pattern. 
Since cattle feeding is a year-round business , adjustments 
can be made to increase or decrease marketing in any 
particular period. Consequently , the seasonal pattern for 
slaughter steers probably will be unstable in the future. 
Slaughter Cows 
The seasonal trend in slaughter cow prices has been fairly 
consistent for the past several years. In spring when grass is 
abundant , marketings are seasonally low, and prices are 
usually at their annual peak. During the 1967-78 period , the 
high was in May and the low in November. 
Feeder Steers 
Feeder steer prices have consistently followed the sea-
sonal price pattern shown in Figures 4 and 5, with the high in 
spring when grass is plentiful and the low in fall due to large 
marketings off grass . 
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Figure I. Slaughter Steers, choice, 900-1100#, montly average 
as% of annual average (1967-78), Omaha. 
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Figure 2. Slaughter Steers, good, 900-1100#, monthly average 
as% of annual average (1967-78), Omaha. 
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Figure 3. Utility Cows, montly average as% of annual average 
(1967-78), Omaha. 
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Figure 4. Choice Steer Calves, 400-500#, monthly average as 
% of annual average, (1967-78), Kansas City. 
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Figure 5. Choice Feeder Steers, 600-700#, monthly average as 
% of annual average (1967-78), Kansas City. 
Barrows and Gilts 
Prices of barrows and gilts have a more consistent 
seasonal pattern than slaughter steers, and the fluctuation 
from the high to the low has been wider. However, the 
fluctuation has reduced in recent years as compared to several 
years ago. 
During the 1970-78 period, the high was in August, with 
July a close second high. The low was in November. For this 
1970-78 period, there was a secondary peak in February and a 
secondary low in April. The April low was only one percent-
age point above the November low. With many producers 
using a multiple litter farrowing system , the magnitude of the 
seasonal fluctuation from low to high may be reduced in the 
future. 
Slaughter Sows 
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Figure 6. Barrows and Gilts, all weights, montly average as% 
of annual average (1970-78), 7 markets. 
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Figure 7. Sows, all weights, monthly average as% of annual 
average (1970-78), 7 markets. 
The seasonal pattern for slaughtering sows is similar to % 
barrows and gilts. However the July average is substantially 
below August. The lower July price is probably due to the 110 
relatively high sow marketings as sows are culled following 
the large second quarter farrow. 
Feeder Pigs 
Feeder pigs have a seasonal price pattern that occurs 
relatively regularly. As with other classes of livestock, a 
cyclical change in price will override the seasonal pattern at 
times. The seasonal fluctuation for feeder pigs is quite wide, 
averaging 25 percentage points during the 1970-78 period. 
The high was in March and the low in November. There 
was a secondary high in September and a secondary low in 
June for the 1970-78 period. The high in March is probably due 
to the relatively short supply of pigs at that time and the 
anticipated summer high for slaughter hogs four to five 
months later. 
Slaughter Lambs 
The general pattern for slaughter lambs has changed little 
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Figure 8. Feeder Pigs, 50-60#, monthly average as% of annual 
average (1970-1978), M.F.A. Tel-O-Auction. 
during the past 25 years. The high has been in the spring when so 1---------------------------1 
the first spring lambs are marketed and the low in the late fall. 
Note 
Most classes of slaughter animals are at or near the 
seasonal low in November. 
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Figure 9. Choice Sla•.:ghter Lambs, monthly average as % of 
annual average (1967-78), South St. Paul. 
■ Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914 in cooperation with the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Leonard C. Douglas, Acting Director, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Missouri and Lincoln 
University, Columbia, Missouri 65211 . ■ An equal opportunity institution. 
200 Revised 9/79/J0M 
I , 
